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About the Festival
The Multicultural River Dragon Festival is a three-day event
celebrating the community spirit of St George, QLD, and
showcasing the beautiful Balonne River. This is a celebration
of river activities, dragon boat racing and diverse culinary
experiences with a focus on St George’s connection to the dragon.
Founded by local doctor William Rimmer, the festival was
created as an opportunity to celebrate the history of the town
and the present day community. The first festival was held in
1967 with a street parade, Dragon Festival ball with the Dragon
Queen competition and the slaying of the dragon.
The now symbolic Dragon Boat Races were introduced to
the festival in 2007 as a way to create awareness of breast
cancer within the local community following the diagnosis of a
community member.
The festival encompasses a wide range of cultural and
multicultural aspects and works closely with representatives
of the local indigenous community. Through the mediums of
multicultural cuisine, customs, arts and dance the festival
aims to bring a greater understanding of the cultural heritage
existing in the Balonne Shire.
In 2019 we’ll be celebrating our multi-cultural community and
welcoming visitors to join us with the famous River Dragon
Boat Races Regatta, water skiing, market stalls and live
entertainment.
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Care Balonne
The Multicultural River Dragon Festival is organised and run
by the Care Balonne Association Inc, a community non-profit
organisation. They have an organising committee that includes
representation from the broader community and other
emerging communities within the Balonne Shire.
Care Balonne Association Inc. (Care Balonne) was established in
1994 and is primarily an information and referral service covering
the whole of the Balonne Shire, based in the town of St George.
Our vision is to be recognised as a progressive organisation that
aspires to increase the viability of our community by being aware
of the community needs and developing strategies to meet
these needs. For more information visit carebalonne.com
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Message from the

PREMIER OF QUEENSLAND
Welcome to St George and the Multicultural River Dragon
Festival in this special Year of Outback Tourism – a celebration
of the wonders, and wonderful people, of Western Queensland.
You are in for a unique Outback experience.
The festival celebrates the cultural diversity of the Balonne
Shire and features a program of family-friendly activities
including skiing demonstrations, dragon boat racing,
international food stalls, markets, a fashion parade, colour run,
live entertainment and the local state school’s Spring Fling.
Tourism is important to St George and the Outback in general.
The industry is already worth more than $350 million and
supports 3700 jobs across the region. The Queensland
Government is delighted to be working with organisations
like the Care Balonne Association Inc to see these numbers
continue to grow.
Through our Year of Outback Tourism Events Program, a total of
$3 million in grants to support new and established events is being
allocated to local governments, event promoters, community
organisations and businesses across Outback Queensland.
With four rounds of grants in all, there is a lot happening this
year and next to entice Queenslanders, and interstate and
overseas visitors, to head out west.
Thank you for heeding the call and sharing in the adventure!
We hope you enjoy the Multicultural River Dragon Festival,
along with everything else St George has to offer, in this year
dedicated to a truly magical part of Queensland.
Share your snaps, tell your friends, and make plans to head back
to the Outback.

Annastacia Palaszczuk MP
Premier of Queensland
Minister for Trade
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Message from the

MINISTER FOR TOURISM
INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT
Welcome to St George for the River Dragon Festival which
celebrates one of the region’s greatest natural assets – the
Balonne River.
This community celebration has been running for more than
three decades, offering visitors the opportunity to get immersed
in an authentic Queensland experience.
This festival provides the perfect getaway to regional
Queensland and visitors will be spoilt for choice with music, art,
dance and of course the iconic dragon boat racing.
Events like the River Dragon Festival are vital to showcasing
Queensland’s tourism experiences, driving visitors to the
destination and supporting jobs local jobs.
The Queensland Government is proud to support this event
through Tourism and Events Queensland’s Destination Events
Program and is a feature on the It’s Live! in Queensland events
calendar.
Congratulations to the event organisers and all those involved
in delivering the event. I encourage visitors to explore Southern
Queensland Country while here and come away with some
great memories.

The Hon Kate Jones MP
Minister for Tourism Industry Development
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DAY 1 FRIDAY 6TH SEPTEMBER
6:00pm Event Opening
Australian Hotel Motel
6:30pm Welcome to Country
Australian Hotel Motel
6:45pm Indigenous Music Performance
Australian Hotel Motel
Featuring a didgeridoo performance
by Gordon Lister
7:00pm Wearable Art Presentation
Australian Hotel Motel
7:30pm Fashion Parade
Australian Hotel Motel
Hosted by CC’s Trendz
8:00pm Friday Night Entertainment
Australian Hotel Motel
Featuring Hugh Manley
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DAY 2 SATURDAY 7TH SEPTEMBER
9:00am Child Protection Week Colour Run
Amphitheatre
A family friendly colour run in support of the Child
Protection Week. Free entry, registration at 9:00am
at the Amphitheatre. Followed by a free BBQ.
11:00am Classic Car Show & Street Parade
Beardmore Place
12:00pm Dragon Boat Regatta
Balonne River
1:00pm Water Skiing Demonstrations
Balonne River
11:00am State School Spring Fling &
– 3:00pm Dragon Country Markets
Amphitheatre
3:00pm Saturday Live Entertainment
– late Amphitheatre
A free live concert from the afternoon in to the
evening featuring Drew McAlister, Wendy Matthews,
MunsterBucks, Kerry Kennedy & Retro Rockers.
5:00pm Child Protection Week

Lantern Making Workshop
Amphitheatre

6:00pm Multicultural Grazing Table
– 8:00pm Amphitheatre
6:00pm Food & Drink Stalls
Amphitheatre
7:30pm Laser Lights Demonstration
Amphitheatre

DAY 3 SUNDAY 8TH SEPTEMBER
7:00am Men’s Shed BBQ Breakfast
- 9:00am Amphitheatre
Join us for a free community breakfast encouraging
community engagement with the St George
Community Men’s Shed
8:00am Water Skiing Demonstrations
- 12:00pm Balonne River
9:00am Sunday Live Entertainment
- 12:00pm Amphitheatre
Live concert featuring the Retro Rockers.
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Entertainment
Wendy Matthews
Saturday 7th | Amphitheatre
With an expressive voice that
never fails to move those who
hear it, Wendy Matthews’
music is an unhurried
journey of clean melodies,
infectious energy and simple
grace. Taking songs from
every genre and making them
her own, Wendy’s immense
talent and capacity to capture
and define a diverse range of
styles has seen her become a multiplatinum artist loved around Australia.

MunsterBucks

Saturday 7th | Amphitheatre
Arguably the only all-Irish band in Australia, Tommy Donovan,
Eddie Nolan and Jack O’Leary are a band of lads from Munster
(southern Ireland) who have established a name for themselves
on the Australian folk scene. While essentially keeping true to
their traditional roots, they bring in their own sense of style
and feature songs in a variety of genres, working to create a
traditional groove with driving rhythms and memorable melodies.

Retro Rockers

Saturday 7th | Amphitheatre
Sunday 8th | Amphitheatre
Seasoned husband and wife duo, Peter and Vicky Denovan,
provide enjoyable and memorable entertainment for audiences
of all ages with a repertoire of over 800 sounds spanning from
Country to Rock & Roll. Peter has twelve successful CDs to his
credit, has been support band to Mental as Anything and has
been presented with an award from TASMA, for his dedication
and performance with his music.
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Drew McAlister
Saturday 7th | Amphitheatre
Drew McAlister has long been
recognised as one of the
nation’s premier songwriters
and performers. McAlister has
composed hundreds of tunes
with U.S. song writing royalty
and has performed alongside the
cream of Aussie country talent.
McAlister’s work as a composer,
performer and recording artist has all
the warmth and healing qualities of the
natural hot springs for which his Northern
NSW hometown of Moree is known.

Kerry Kennedy & Double Barrel
Saturday 7th | Amphitheatre
Kerry Kennedy’s rich vocals and polished presentation of
original and popular country music has been selling out shows
since 1989. A regular at the world famous Tamworth Country
Music Festival, Kerry has performed across Australia as well as
touring Europe with his band, Double Barrel. Kerry Kennedy and
Double Barrel are one of Queensland’s premier bands, playing a
range of country and rock with a song for everyone.

Hugh Manley

Friday 6th | Australian Hotel Motel

Gordon Lister

Friday 6th | Australian Hotel Motel
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Getting to St George
The Balonne Shire is located west of the Great Dividing Range
and east of the outback. From here, it won’t take you long to get
to the bigger centre of Toowoomba, or to the Outback. This nook
of Queensland offers the perfect combination of small town
culture with excellent facilities for visitors – whether you’re
staying overnight or for a few weeks.

By Road

The shire hub, St George, straddles the intersections of five
highways including the Moonie, Carnarvon, Castlereagh, Barwon
and Balonne Highways, which provide perfect road access.
In addition to this, the Balonne Shire is also located on the
Adventure Way and Great Inland Way highway tourist routes.
For up to date road conditions, contact the Balonne Shire
Visitor Information Centre on 07 4620 8877, visit the
Queensland Government Traffic and Travel Information
website 131940.qld.gov.au or call 13 19 40.

By Air

Regional Express (Rex) Airlines provide a twice weekly air
service, which will get you to St George from Brisbane,
Toowoomba, Cunnamulla and Thargomindah. For bookings and/
or more information call 13 17 13 or visit rex.com.au.
Alternatively a two hours’ drive north to Roma, there are several
daily Qantas flights into Brisbane with car hire facilities on offer.
Moree is two and a half hours south with direct flights from
Sydney and car hire facilities, while Brisbane West Wellcamp
airport near Toowoomba is four hours east with car hire
facilities available.

By Bus

The Balonne Shire is also serviced by regular Bus Queensland
bus services to and from Toowoomba, Goondiwindi, Lightning
Ridge and Cunnamulla, with connecting services to and from
Brisbane. For bookings and/or more information call 1300 287
537 or visit busqld.com.au.
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Accommodation
When the day's exploring is done, rest and unwind by checking
into one of the many accommodation options available in St
George and the surrounding Shire. You are guaranteed to find
accommodation to suit you and your budget with relaxing caravan
parks, fully self-contained cabins, immaculate motels, peaceful
bed & breakfasts and basic unpowered camping spots available.
For more information and to book visit balonne.qld.gov.au

Sponsors + Supporters
The 2019 Multicultural River Dragon Festival would not be
possible without the support, assistance and generosity received
from the local business houses, local committees and Volunteers.
The festival committee would like the thank the following;

MoonRocks

Mallawa Irrigation

Care Balonne Association

Todd Farming

The Australian Hotel Motel

St George State School

CC Trendz

Dragon Country Markets

Ergon

Sunwater

AGL

Riversands Wines

The Multicultural River Dragon Festival is funded under the
Year of Outback Tourism Events Program during the Year of
Outback Tourism 2019.
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STANTHORPE, SOUTHERN QUEENSLAND COUNTRY

F I N D YO U R
PERFECT
NEXT EVENT

Stanthorpe
Apple & Grape
Harvest Festival
28 Feb – 8 Mar 2020
QUEENSLAND.COM/EVENTS

